
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 

Message from the Mayor On behalf of Council: 

I am pleased to present the 2018 Annual Report for the Village of Lions Bay. 
This report is an important tool for Council and staff to monitor and evaluate 
the evolution of our community, and to ensure that the residents of Lions Bay 
are provided information with openness and transparency.  It provides an 
overview of our financial performance for the fiscal year ending December 31, 
2018, operational achievements by department, as well as an overview of 
progress made on our Corporate Strategic Plan.  

2018 was the final year of term for former Mayor Karl Buhr and Councillor Jim 
Hughes. We thank them for their service. Mayor Buhr in particular initiated 
several projects of which the current Council are the benefactors. As I quickly 
learned when I became Mayor, I could not do the work that that I do without 
help from the amazing citizens of Lions Bay, our hard-working Village staff, and 
my fellow Councillors. Thank you to our involved residents, staff, and 
Councillors Neville Abbott, Fred Bain, Norm Barmeier, and Jaime Cunliffe for 

your outstanding commitment to our Village.  

In a year that saw Council change due to an election cycle, a few items of note from last year were: 
 

The past Council saw the development of new housing for young families and downsizing pioneers as 
critical to Lions Bay remaining a thriving, diverse, and vibrant community.  Legislation was passed that 
regulated short-term rentals and provided for the allowance of detached cottages. 

Inspections of secondary suites were emphasized to help provide safe, affordable housing options. 

Mayor Buhr’s lobbying was successful in having Lions Bay exempted from the Speculation Tax. This tax 
is in effect through most of Metro, the Capital Region around Victoria, and the Okanagan except for a 
very few selected areas.  

Leading local government, a motion was put forward by Mayor Buhr to the Provincial Minister of Public 
Safety at the Union of BC Municipalities convention, to pilot average-speed-over-distance (ASOD) 
technology. Evidence from the locations where this program has been implemented show a drastic 
decline in speeding, serious accidents and fatalities. Our aim was to have this in front of Lions Bay. 
Ultimately, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure prioritized initiatives other than our 
UBCM supported ASOD overture, but we have asked the Minister to consider Lions Bay as a pilot for 
ASOD sooner than later. 

Near the year end, the Water Storage Facility Replacement contract for a new Harvey Tank was 
received, reviewed, and a successful contractor chosen for construction of the glass-fused, bolted steel 
tank. Costing low seven figures, this is our primary water storage tank and is the biggest water related 
project undertaken in quite some time, to be completed by the end of 2019.  

There were many Strategic Goals in 2018. On balance we were successful in achieving most Financial, 
Infrastructure, and Organizational goals.  While making some headway on Planning and 
Communication goals we still have a way to go to achieving our targets and many of these have been 
carried forward into 2019. 
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As you read through this report, you will notice just how much goes on behind the scenes with staff and our 
citizen committees. We continue to move forward with purpose and our community spirit always shines 
through. 

I look forward to the upcoming year collaborating with our residents, staff, and Council alike to ensure the best 
future possible for Lions Bay. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Ron McLaughlin  

Mayor of Lions Bay  

 

 

  

Inaugural Council Meeting 
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