
From:
To: Council
Cc:
Subject: Tree cutting and trimming
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 4:31:29 PM

I am in receipt of the letter sent to council and mayor by Bree Stoddart.
I support her thoughts 100%.  The plight of songbirds and other species of birds should be recognized by all of us.
The loss of habitat, even here in beautiful Lions Bay is not to be overlooked.
Trimming or cutting down of trees should be done from late July to December. The Anna’s hummingbirds are
already nesting in January and even the trained eye has difficulty recognizing their tiny nests. The magnificent 
Northern Flicker , due to loss of trees with hollows will even nest in telephone poles.  It is horrendous does enough
to read of the millions of birds killed by cats and anything we can do to keep these delightful songsters safe must be
done.
I urge you to listen to Bree and your own good sense in the cutting or trimming of trees.

Arlene Hakstrom

Sent From Arlene



From:
To: Council; Agenda
Subject: Nesting season
Date: Saturday, May 22, 2021 4:43:07 PM

 

Dear Lions Bay Council and Public Works

I have just reviewed some of the agenda for the Council scheduled for Tuesday night.  The
revised tree bylaw (starting on page 267) caught my attention.

The section about replanting has me confused because I thought that replanting is already in
our current bylaw.   Why is it being introduced again if not enforced right now?

And most important:   cutting and pruning must not be allowed during nesting season.  The
proposal of having a Registered Professional Biologist examine a tree for nests before cutting
is not practical from the point of cost alone.   Obtaining such a Professional to undertake the
work (especially when several trees are involved) would be extremely expensive and most
residents would not do this.

An arborist’s examination of a tree is not enough.   He or she is familiar with the state of a
tree, not the birds or other wildlife that occupy it.  The size of a Rufous Hummingbird nest is 2
inches in length. It is made of plant down held together with spider webs and often
camouflaged with lichen, moss or bark.  Twenty nests can be present within a few yards of
each other.   Anna’s Hummingbird nests are even smaller.  They are 1 inch high and about 1.5
inches in diameter.   These nests are using similar construction materials – plant down, webs,
moss, lichen and small pieces of bark.

It is absolutely impossible for an Arborist (even some very experienced Naturalists would
have difficulty) to see and identify hummingbird nests amid the foliage, leaves, branches and
more.  The nests are tiny and camouflaged.   Chickadees often make nests in holes created by
woodpeckers in rotting wood.  These nests can be difficult to spot.  They can be 8 inches deep
inside a tree so impossible to see if the holes contain tiny nests or not..   These are only a few
examples.   The songbird population is in serious trouble and urgent action is needed.    It
starts with us. The remedy is not to circumvent responsibility by pushing it onto an Registered
Professional Biologist or an unqualified person like an Arborist.  

Council members and Village Staff:   If you care about our environment, our future and that of
our children,  stop politicking and take action.   You can’t please everyone so don’t try.   Just
ban cutting, pruning, topping and windowing in the nesting season. 

Respectfully,

Bree Stoddart



From: Neville Abbott
To: Council; Lions Bay Office
Cc: Peter DeJong
Subject: RE: Protection for Migratory Birds in Nesting Season
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 11:59:58 AM
Attachments: nesting season A1.pdf

Sorry forgot to include Peter in my previous reply to all.
 
If anyone is wondering why the dates for start and end of nesting season move depending on who
you ask it is because of the table attached found at link below. Question are you only trying to avoid
the time when you can kill most birds at once or avoid killing them during the full season?
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-
birds/general-nesting-periods/nesting-periods.html#toc0
 
 
Neville Abbott
Councillor
The Village of Lions Bay 
Cell: (604) 363-2667 
 
 

From: Neville Abbott <councillor.abbott@lionsbay.ca> 
Sent: May 24, 2021 11:41 AM
To: Council <council@lionsbay.ca>; Lions Bay Office <office@lionsbay.ca>
Cc: Community Nest Finding Network <communitynestfindingnetwork@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Protection for Migratory Birds in Nesting Season
 
Hi Karla, can we add this on table to the discussion for tomorrow night.
 
Thanks,
 
Neville Abbott
Councillor
The Village of Lions Bay 
Cell: (604) 363-2667 
 
 

From: Community Nest Finding Network <communitynestfindingnetwork@gmail.com> 
Sent: May 24, 2021 9:03 AM
To: Council <council@lionsbay.ca>
Subject: Protection for Migratory Birds in Nesting Season
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Community Nest Finding Network <communitynestfindingnetwork@gmail.com>
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Date: Sun, May 23, 2021 at 10:40 PM
Subject: attn: Karla Duarte
To: <office@lionsbay.ca>
 

Hello Karla,
 
Our sincere apologies for the slow slow reply. Your message got lost in our GoFundMe messages.
 
Thank you for reaching out. Protecting birds is our passion and we would love to support your efforts
for more robust protection for birds. We agree that arborists are not the best option for assessing
whether trees should be cut down. Dare I suggest they have a bias.
 
We have several R.P.Bios on our team, and I have spoken to one who may be available to support
your nest protection efforts by providing nest-search services. We are happy to connect you if you
wish.
 
That said, our Network advocates fiercely for protection of all nests in nesting season. We applaud
and uphold Environment and Climate Change Canada's recommendation that NO CUTTING be
permitted in nesting season, which as you likely know in our area runs mid-march through mid-
August. This is to ensure migratory birds, whose population has dropped 70% since the 1970's -
mostly because of human activities - are protected.
 
Nests of migratory birds are federally protected at any time of year. Anna's hummingbirds are one of
the earliest nesters in our area, sometimes nesting in January. Their nests are very small and hard to
see by eye, however they are easily located using our indepth method of observation, and mostly
located by sound. Did you know many common migratory birds begin nesting in large numbers often
before the end of March? We would like to see the official nesting window expanded - but that is
another project.
 
Of course, all this is a challenge to impatient humans who want everything to go at their pace. The
ECCC laws are in place to protect nesting birds. Hopefully your municipality can provide residents
with the information needed to make their tree-cutting plans fall outside of the nesting season; that
would be the best protection, and what a service to your bird neighbours!
 
Please don't hesitate to email if there is anything else we can help with, or if you would like the
contact for one of our R.P.Bio's to consult. 
 
Good luck with your protection efforts!
~Sara, and on behalf of others in our Network.
 
 
To: CNFN
From: office@lionsbay.ca
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Sent from: Help Expand Nest Finding Network across “BC”

PLEASE NOTE: The message below is NOT from GoFundMe, but rather an individual who visited and
contacted you through your campaign. GoFundMe has not verified the message's content, so we
strongly discourage you from clicking links or sharing your account email address or other personal
information without first verifying the sender's identity. GoFundMe will never ask for your account
email address, password, or payment information in this manner. Do not respond if you are being
offered a wire transfer or asked for a refund outside of GoFundMe. Please forward all suspicious
messages to abuse@gofundme.com.

** MESSAGE **

Hello! I am writing from the Village of Lions Bay - I work for the municipality as the Municipal
Coordinator and I am wanting to speak to CNFN to inquire about whether the Network would
provide nest finding services in municipalities every time someone submits an application to cut
down a tree. Currently, the bylaw requires someone to consult with an arborist about whether there
are any nests. However, Council would like to see more protection during nesting season and we are
exploring options to see what that could look like. Having a partnership with CNFN came up as an
option and I was wondering who I could contact. Thanks!
Karla Duarte

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.email.dynect.net%2Flink.php%3FDynEngagement%3Dtrue%26H%3Dw1Fd3mhXOXUmDZNdoSKoyv%252FmnNvTh0x%252F8ZyNACfyxudyXHQP3WDF6zu%252FJiW17dWmMuIF%252F5KdAEK20%252BZpkQg3bCbdPePSEG4%252BfigeH2i0b7VqnyELy67dZg%253D%253D%26G%3D21%26R%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.gofundme.com%252Ff%252F2d89pe3jzc%26I%3D20210512220832.00000017215a%2540mail6-78-ussnn1%26X%3DMHw3NzY2NjI6VEVNUElEXzQ0OzF8Nzc2NjYzOlFVRVVFSURfMjY3MDYwMjIzMTsyfDc3NjY2NDpET01BSU5fZ21haWwuY29tOw%253D%253D%26V%3D3%26S%3Dr-GWAYuWkHh04cVTovWXS8y3RALiT0QJjTUhqkxkpg8&data=04%7C01%7Cagenda%40lionsbay.ca%7Ced27c8293eb7453c2af608d91ee6182b%7C913452464b26499eb67bcd5e92d995f0%7C0%7C0%7C637574795974614449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=A8frODUTgFSWDDpdTRuaSWMoXEdgexef2tQsGxWsMkQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:abuse@gofundme.com


From:
To: Council
Subject: Please say no to tree work during the nesting season
Date: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:21:16 PM

Dear Council,

Thank you for putting a hold on the tree work on Bayview during the last council meeting. This is
extremely encouraging to those of us who have been asking for this protection for birds for years.

I do not for a second believe that an “arborist” is the individual who should decide whether or not
tree work can be performed. Apart from the blatant pecuniary conflict of interest, they are simply
not qualified. There was an incident in Lions Bay not so long ago where 20 nestlings died during tree
work, in clear contravention of federal and provincial laws put in place to protect birds and there
were no consequences for the tree company or the homeowner.

A few years ago, BC Hydro crews were trimming trees back from a power pole opposite my house
and two small birds were frantically flapping around the guy with the chainsaw trying to protect their
nest, but he did not stop working. It was horrible to watch.

This is not who we are in Lions Bay.

When the tree bylaw was changed during the previous council term, I was thrilled that it prohibited
cutting during the nesting season. Somehow the phrase “unless an arborist certifies that there are
no bird nests in the subject tree or trees” was added. I was very aware of this change, as well as
other changes (several, in a relatively short space of time), because we were trying to obtain a tree
permit at the time (although we never do tree work before September, and then with caution).

Putting the necessary protection for birds in place in support of values we enshrine in our OCP is a
no-brainer: as a reminder, top of the list of eight themes in our OCP is “Respecting nature and the
environment”. Under “Policies and Actions for the Protection of Wildlife” (on page 9) it specifically
mentions nesting areas.

In short: please do not allow cutting during the nesting season. It’s the humane thing to do.

Thanks for listening.

Penny



From:
To: Council
Subject: "No tree cutting would be permitted on village land during the bird nesting season"
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 4:57:05 PM

 
Dear Council,
 
In 2019, the mayor assured me in a meeting that no tree cutting would be permitted on village land
during the bird nesting season. I recall that as I left, I thanked him on behalf of the birds.
Imagine my total dismay when I learned that staff are proposing changes to the Tree Bylaw that
would continue to allow tree cutting during what they regard as off-peak periods, including April and
May. These months are when many nests and nestlings are MOST vulnerable. The baby birds are
completely unable to get out of an endangered nest and will die if the branch and nest fall. Worse,
they could end up being put through a woodchipper alive. It is inconceivable that we in Lions Bay
would allow this to happen.
I have yet to see an arborist check for nests properly, which are usually impossible to spot from the
ground, and have not seen work halted for any reason.
I am begging council to stand firm on the promise made to me two years ago and not allow tree
cutting of any kind during the nesting season of mid-March to mid-August which due to climate
change is now regarded as the songbird/migratory bird nesting season. At all other times of the year
it is vitally important that trees also be checked for nests properly, as other birds (including
hummingbirds) lay eggs outside these months.
In regard to public consultation, I am puzzled as to what the question might be? Highly credible
studies and federal/provincial legislation clearly support a ban on tree work during a scientifically
defined nesting period. This is a policy decision our council should implement in Lions Bay in support
of national and international efforts to protect birds, similar to the climate action we are now
supporting.
We have to take real action to stop the loss of so many birds.
If residents are notified to plan cutting from September onward only, it is perfectly possible to plan
tree work outside the nesting season.
I have also seen a concerning lack of enforcement of the Tree Bylaw in recent years, resulting in the
loss of birds and bird habitat, as well as the natural beauty which is characteristic of our village. I
would encourage council to ensure all residents are made aware of the Tree Bylaw and the need for
permitting BEFORE work is commenced. We now have full-time bylaw officers who should be
enforcing the bylaw and assisting with educating residents.
 
I hope I can say thank you on behalf of the birds again.
 
Sincerely
Vivienne O’ Keeffe



Confidentiality Warning: This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of
the intended recipient(s), are confidential, and may be privileged. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, retransmission, conversion to hard copy,
copying, circulation or other use of this message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, and
delete this message and any attachments from your system. Thank-you!
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