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On Table correspondence. I will be seeking Council's guidance should I vote at
the UBCM.
Ron McLaughlin
Mayor
The Village of Lions Bay
PO Box 141, 400 Centre Road, Lions Bay, BC V0N 2E0, Canada
Tel: (604) 921-9333 | Cell: (604) 353-7138 | www.lionsbay.ca
This email is intended only for the persons addressed and may contain confidential or privileged information. If you received this email in error, it'd be
appreciated if you'd notify the sender and delete it. Statements and opinions herein are made by their authors in a personal capacity, and are not
binding on the Municipality of the Village of Lions Bay ("Municipality") until contracted. This email is the property of the Municipality and may not be
reproduced or further disseminated in whole or part without the Municipality's consent. It may be exempt from disclosure under the British Columbia
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and other freedom of information or privacy legislation, and no admissible disclosure of this
email can be made without the consent of the Municipality.

From: Nancy Henderson <nhenderson@westvancouver.ca> on behalf of Mary-Ann Booth
<mbooth@westvancouver.ca>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 1:06 PM
Subject: A letter from the District of West Vancouver regarding UBCM - Speculation and Vacancy Tax
Resolution
Dear Mayors and Councillors,
At UBCM this year, the District of West Vancouver will be bringing forward the following
resolution and would like your support in allowing municipalities to implement their own
vacancy tax as was given to the City of Vancouver.
Speculation and Vacancy Tax Resolution – District of West Vancouver
WHEREAS housing affordability is a key challenge in many municipalities but particularly in
the District of West Vancouver with a median house price of $2.5 million and a rental
vacancy rate of 1.2%; and according to the 2016 Census, approximately 1700 homes, or
almost 10% of dwellings in West Vancouver, were identified as “unoccupied”;
AND WHEREAS the Province reported that in 2018, $58 million was collected under the
Speculation and Vacancy Tax program, and that $6.6 million of that was collected from
West Vancouver homeowners; and the Province gave the City of Vancouver the power to
impose its own vacancy tax, which has provided Vancouver with approximately $40 million
in additional revenue;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Provincial Government provide local
governments with the power to levy their own Speculation and Vacancy Tax, so that they
too can address housing affordability and other community effects of vacant homes.
More than 98.8% of British Columbians are exempt to the SVT with the majority of SVT tax
payers being foreign owners and satellite families. The power to municipalities to levy their
own Speculation and Vacancy Tax would allow local governments already affected by
vacant homes to secure revenue to address housing affordability, and provide local
governments currently unaffected with a proactive tool to prevent similar outcomes in their
respective communities.
Thank you for your consideration.
Warm regards,

Mayor Mary-Ann Booth
District of West Vancouver
604-925-7001 | westvancouver.ca

  
Click here to subscribe to my e-newsletter.
In respect and gratitude, I recognize that I live, work and play on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the
Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh, and Squamish Nations. I recognize and respect them as nations in this territory and their
connection to the lands and waters around us since time immemorial.
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